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Splendor of starlight high on the hillside, 
faint is the far light burning below; 

kneeling before him, shepherds adore him, 
Christ in the stable long, long ago. 

 

Glory of daybreak! Sorrows and shadows, 
suddenly they break forth into morn; 

Sing out and tell now all shall be well now; 
for in the stable Jesus is born! 

~Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1980 
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CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
of 

LESSoNS ANd CARoLS 

PREPARATIoN FoR WoRSHIP 

Four beds had Christ, and those not soft nor brave: 

The Virgin's womb, the manger, cross, and grave. 

The angels sing this day, and so will I 

That have more reason to be glad than they. 

 ~ Rowland Watkyns (17th c.) 

The Prelude       Nowell, The Nativity According to St. Luke (R. Thompson) 

Take a moment to prepare in silence for worship and to pray for God’s assistance to worship him rightly. 

The Greeting 

The Call to Worship                               2 Corinthians 4:4-6 

The Lord be with you! 

And also with you! 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

It is not ourselves we proclaim, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ 

sake. For the same God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has caused his light to shine 

in our hearts to give the light of revelation—the revelation of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 

Christ. 

The Hymn, p. 6                             Once in David’s Royal City 
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 Please Stand (if able) 



The Prayer of Adoration 

Glory be to you, O Father everlasting, who sent your only-begotten Son into the world, that 

we might live through Him. Glory be to you, O Lord Jesus Christ, who has brought life and 

immortality to light through the gospel. Glory be to you, O Holy Spirit, who makes us alive 

together with Christ, and sheds abroad his love into our hearts.  

Heavenly Father, receive our worship in this hour, we pray, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Ghost, one God now and forever and ever, and 

who taught us to pray together, saying: 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever. AMEN. 

The Homily Text                                    Philippians 2:5-8 

The Christmas Eve Meditation                 WHY DID GOD BECOME MAN? 

The First Lesson                                      Genesis 3:1-15 

The first promise of the Gospel 

The Carol, p.7                           Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 

The Second Lesson                                 Isaiah 9: 2, 6 and 7 

The Prophet Isaiah foretells the coming of the Savior 

The Carol, p.8                            O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
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The Third Lesson                                      Micah 5:2-5a 

The Prophet Micah foretells the glory of little Bethlehem 

The Carol, p.9                             O Little Town of Bethlehem 

The Fourth Lesson                                        Luke 2:1-7 

Luke tells of the birth of Jesus 

The Carol, p.10                             See Amid the Winter’s Snow 

The Fifth Lesson                                       Luke 2:8-14 

Angels appear to the shepherds 

The Carol, p. 11                          Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

The Sixth Lesson                                       Luke 2:15-20 

The shepherds go to Bethlehem 

The Carol, p. 12                                 Chill of the Nightfall 

Invitation to the Meal and Fencing of the Table 

The Seventh Lesson                                     John 1:1-14 

John unfolds the Mystery of the Incarnation 

The Hymn, p. 13                        Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 

The Serving of the Supper 
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The Spreading of the Light 

The Carol                                          Silent Night 

The Benediction and the People’s Amen 
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Once In Royal David’s City 
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Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
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O Little Town of Bethlehem 
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See Amid the Winter’s Snow 
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Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

.  
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Chill of the Nightfall 
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Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 
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We are God’s people. 

We proclaim Christ,  

who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 

In him we are 

Taught by the Truth and 

Liberated by the Life to 

Walk in the Way. 

The goal of our instruction is love 

for God and neighbor 

that flows from a pure heart and 

a clear conscience and 

a sincere faith. 
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