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Children’s 

Memory Work 

Notebook 
Including the Children’s Catechism, 

an introduction to the Westminster Shorter Catechism 

And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your 

offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting 

covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.  

~Genesis 17:7 

Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the 

discipline and instruction of the Lord.  

~Ephesians 6:4 



CONCERNING THE CHILDREN’S CATECHISM 

This Catechism for Children: An Introduction to the Shorter Catechism is taken 

primarily from the Catechism for Young Children written by Mr. Joseph P. Engels and 

published by the Presbyterian Board of Publications in 1840. Some changes, drawn 

from First Catechism published by Great Commission Publications in 1996, have been 

made to the original version. Also, some local changes have been made. 

Although this catechism is not part of the doctrinal standards of the Presbyterian 

Church in America, it is derived from our Shorter Catechism. It is intended to be an 

aid to parents and teachers of the Church in fulfilling the vow made at every infant 

baptism to bring up our children “in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” 

The advice Mr. Engels gave in his preface to the original catechism is still valuable: 

Endeavor to impress the minds of the dear children with the importance of 

understanding what they learn. Be not satisfied with the verbal accuracy of 

their answers. Encourage them to ask and be ready to answer questions for 

information…. Be not discouraged nor chafed in your minds if you find that 

“line upon line and precept upon precept” are required to overcome the 

dullness or heedlessness of your youthful disciples…. And emulate the spirit 

of the pious mother, who, when asked by a witness of her patience and 

successful perseverance in the instruction of one of her children, “How could 

you repeat that sentence to the child twenty times?” answered, “If I had 

repeated it only nineteen times I should have lost my labor.” 
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